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INTERNATIONAL PREGNANCY AND INFANT LOSS REMEMBRANCE DAY 

Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [10.10 am]: I rise to inform the 
house that this Sunday, 15 October, is International Pregnancy and Infant Loss Remembrance Day. The fifteenth 
of October is observed in Western Australia and New South Wales, and now in Tasmania, and in a number of 
other countries. This is a day to remember babies lost through miscarriage or stillbirth or who have died shortly 
after birth. It also gives us an opportunity to respect and recognise the immense grief that is suffered by parents 
and family members, irrespective of the gestational age of the baby lost. It is a grief that can last a lifetime. 

I would like to acknowledge in the President’s gallery today Mr John De’Laney and his daughter Mary-Jane. It is 
because of the impassioned advocacy of John and his wife, Kate, that we are here today. As Kate grieved the loss 
of babies that she miscarried, she wrote to the then Premier asking for a day to remember them. We officially 
recognised this day in 2014, with John coming to Parliament every year since. 

Infant loss is an issue that affects most of us, whether directly or someone we care about. I remember members’ 
heartfelt and heartbreaking stories when we spoke on this issue in Parliament, as they described the loss of their 
own children soon after birth or during pregnancy. With one in five Australian women experiencing the loss of 
a baby in their lifetime, with many experiencing two or more pregnancy losses, it is so important that we, especially 
in Mental Health Week, continue to acknowledge and respect the grief experienced when a baby is lost and ensure 
that there are services available to provide much-needed support. This day should not be limited to a handful of 
states. The Minister for Health will be writing to the federal government requesting that Pregnancy and Infant Loss 
Remembrance Day be recognised nationally. 

The role of research in reducing the likelihood of loss remains critical. We have fantastic organisations in 
Western Australia that are at the forefront of better understanding the causes of, and ways to prevent, infant loss 
during pregnancy. 

I thank the members who are wearing the lapel ribbons today, ahead of Sunday, as a mark of respect and continued 
solidarity for everyone who has endured the heartbreaking loss of a child. I also acknowledge the work of 
Hon Donna Faragher in bringing this day to Parliament’s attention. I again thank John and his daughter 
Mary-Jane—it was very good to shake your hand this morning, Mary-Jane—for being with us today, and thank 
them and Kate as they continue to share their powerful story and raise awareness of an issue so close to their hearts. 
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